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Window, by Tom Yates

It was a festive and engaging night as thirty members and guests
gathered for our holiday banquet. This is a mid-season tradition
we were glad to return to after its absence these past few years,
and was certainly a rewarding occasion and opportunity to
reconnect many with friends we have missed.
Tom served sublimely as our moderator and host for the evening,
taking us through fourteen prints with aplomb and style. The
theme was “Seasonal”, which was interpreted in a myriad of
ways, as you’ll see in this issue. The common thread for them all
is the joy in their creation and passion for photography from all
of the makers.
All told it was an excellent end to the first half of our season, and
the decade, giving us fresh energy for the start of the new year.

Upcoming Meetings
January 15 – Seal
Steve Rees
With Maker’s Introduction
January 29 – Seal
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub
Title Announced, Maker Anonymous
February 12 – No Seal
Stephen Gilligan
Maker and Title Announced

At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and diﬀerent ideas,
creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration,
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.
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Prints Shown
11 December
Tom Yates
Window
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub
Interlocked
Matthew Robertson
Travel Season
Paul Yi
Morning Prayer
Dass
Tuesday May 14, Akureyri, Iceland
Lawrence Sitwell
Home for the Holidays
Marvin Cooper
Reverence - Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
Ethiopian Sect
Darcy Rector
It Snows in Alaska
Rhonda Starr
Tree of Enlightenment
Carm Griffin
Ice Storm 2013
Craig Lauder
The Guy at Brent Store: Jake
Judy Griffin
Winter is Coming
David Chun
Winter Creek

A Message from the President: January 2020
Stephen Gilligan
Happy New Year everyone, and welcome to 2020!
I’m looking forward to the second half of this season as we enter the
new decade. The executive has had ongoing discussions with regards
to the changing times and the influence of technology on the
photographic community. It seems that the end point for many
photographers is to post their work on digital / social media, and
never make a print. This presents a challenge for the Toronto Focal
Forum in attracting new members.
To address this issue, Dass has taken the initiative to form a
committee to seek out ways to navigate this changing time. He refers
to the group as the “Visioneers”. Their primary mandate is to identify
issues that may aﬀect the health of the Forum and develop strategies
to address them. The prime concern is to maintain a strong
membership without drastically changing our mandate.
One outcome of the Visioneers to date is the creation of a Toronto
Focal Forum Instagram account. This will allow us to showcase our
collective work as well as create awareness of the benefits and rewards
obtained through the printed image. Marie is taking the lead on this
endeavor and, in an upcoming issue of Snapshots, she will provide
more information on how we can all participate and help promote
the Toronto Focal Forum. Please watch for her update; our social
media outreach will require your help to make it a success.
I am excited about the upcoming exhibition at the AGO. “Diane
Arbus: Photographs, 1956–1971” will be running from February 22
to May 18, 2020. It has been a while since we have had a Forum
outing so I propose that we all meet up on a Saturday, say March
14th, at the AGO to view the Arbus work. This would be followed by
a visit to the pub for a beverage and some food. We can do a “hands
up” in the next meeting to see if the date works and who is interested.
Thanks everyone. See you Wednesday.

Guy St. Louis
Bedtime

In addition to serving as our President, Steve will be serving
as our moderator for the February 12th no-seal meeting.

I really believe there are things nobody would see if I didn't photograph them.
– Diane Arbus
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Lightbox Photographs
from December 11, 2019
This issue features images from
our seventh meeting of the season.

Remember: Snapshots is your
Toronto Focal Forum newsletter.
Have something you want to
share? Send it in!
tﬀsnapshots@gmail.com

Right: Home for the Holidays, by Lawrence Sitwell
Below: Tree of Enlightenment, by Rhonda Starr

You have to realize that happiness is not something you find at the end of the road.
You have to understand that it is here, now.
– Thich Nhat Hanh
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Travel Season, Featuring Emirates A380 A6EUE, by Matthew Robertson

The Assumption of Competence
by Matthew Robertson
The Forum has a few little quirks that give us our unique character and energy. My favourite is the one that I
call “an assumption of competence.” At a foundational level we understand that each of our members, being
experienced and skilled creators, know how to make a photo look exactly how they want it.
This is a tremendous strength. We don’t need to dwell on how the print might have looked if it was done
diﬀerently; it’s safe to skip the didactic comments that presume the maker needs advice. We can address the
substance and eﬀect of each element, and the image as a whole, knowing that it was created with intention.
It is also a tempting weakness. We know that the image is the product of a capable photographer, so we merely
list the aspects that we most like, adding praise instead of insight. Especially when we know the maker, and
have known them for years, it’s easy to view the work with indulgence and be pleasant rather than perceptive.
But our photographs are not our children. They don’t merit unconditional love, or deserve fond praise for each
eﬀort that they make. Instead they are our teachers, and we can learn from the best of them; or perhaps they
are our preschool toys, and we improve our skills by disassembling and reassembling them.
Knowing that a photo was made with care and then selected for our attention is a rare opportunity; we can do
more than skim across the surface of its appearance. We can bring our whole life to our work, and the work
that we see. We can talk about how we feel about a photo, or even better, what a photo has us feeling. We can
respect the skill of our friends and peers by responding to their work with personal and meaningful insights.
We can assume competence, and rejoice in it. It’s one of the best parts of the Forum.

You have to be polite with your friends and your family,
but in your art, it's important to not be polite.
– Lisa Yuskavage
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Morning Prayer
by Paul Yi

The Guy and Brent Store – Jake
by Craig Lauder

We're wired to be empathetic and to care about the needs of others, but also to be curious about others.
And I think that's just sort of in our DNA. And so portraiture is a very human act.
– Kehinde Wiley
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Tuesday May 14, Akureyri, Iceland
by Dass

Ice Storm 2013
by Carm Griﬃn

The sky above the port was the colour of television, tuned to a dead channel.
– William Gibson
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India 2019
by Dass
In October Leif and I took a group of 10 photographers to Northern India. It was a trip we planned and
scouted in 2016, and it was very satisfying to see it realized. We spent sixteen days traveling in a private coach
to eight diﬀerent cities.
Our group included four photographers from the
Oshawa Camera Club, four from Richmond Hill
Camera Club, and Avi Cohen and Katherine Keates,
formerly of the Forum. It was a great group and a
wonderful and rewarding time was had by all.
India is truly an assault on all the senses, the most often
heard expression from our group was “oh my God!” India
is a place that must be experienced; no amount of
information, reading, looking at pictures can prepare you
for the experience. From a family of five on a motorcycle
(sans helmets), to trucks overloaded to the point of
defying the laws of physics, to the incredible horde of
vehicles dodging their way through streets plugged with
1.4 billion people, plus cows, goats, water buﬀalo, camels,
bicycles, rickshaws, scooters, tuk-tuks and the odd
elephant. Truly overwhelming.
continues next page…

The purpose of art is washing the dust of daily life oﬀ our souls.
– Pablo Picasso
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We spent the first three days in
Rishikesh in the foothills of
the Himalayas, north of Delhi
on the banks of the Ganges. It
is considered the yoga capital
of the world and was an easy,
laid back introduction to India.
While there we attended a
cooking class, met with a local
camera club (whose member
ages averaged about 25!),
watched an evening worship
ceremony on the bank of the
Ganges, visited an orphanage,
and the ashram where the
Beatles stayed in 1968. And we
walked the streets.
From Rishikesh we went back
to Delhi where we took rickshaws through the old market. Chaos does not begin to describe it. From there to
Agra and the Taj Mahal, Bharatpur and the Keoladeo National Park, Ranthambore National Park looking for
tigers (no we didn’t…), Pushkar for the
annual camel fair, Jaipur, and back to Delhi.
A kaleidoscope of sights, sounds and yes
smells that we will all remember forever.
For me India’s greatest appeal is its people.
Warm, friendly, open, happy, helpful and
always ready to bargain! If it’s not already
on your bucket list, it should be.

Regular Snapshots readers may remember
our special preview of this trip, featured in
Issue 6, from November 2018.
Back issues are available on
torontofocalforum.ca.

As you put your house in order and decrease your possessions,
you’ll see what your true values are, what is really important in your life.
– Marie Kondo

